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The complex subject of politics and black metal, directly and para-musically, has long been 
brushed up against within black metal theory work, but rarely unfolded at length. We would like 
to reserve this issue of Helvete as a forum to begin to address and perhaps even articulate 
some of these discussions.  
 
While some may insist that black metal (as a diverse field of culture and music) exists outside 
of politics or cannot be described politically, it frequently sparks political repercussions, and its 
history courts political controversy. These include headline grabbing moments such as Varg 
Vikernes’s arrest in 2013 by the French government on accounts of suspicion of planning a 
terrorist attack; Norway’s implementation in 2011 of black metal education within its foreign 
diplomats; Nachtmystium’s forced cancellation in 2009 of a concert at Scion Rock Fest in 
Atlanta, Georgia; Inquisition’s forced cancellation in 2014 of their Vienna, Austria concert due 
to alleged connections to NSBM; and the complete ban on black metal in Malaysia in 2006. 
Most recently, Behemoth‘s recent encounter with Polish and Russian authorities has been well 
documented in the mainstream press. It may seem that the proposition that black metal is 
apolitical is itself a (privileged) political position. 
 
The editors of Helvete are accepting proposals for essays that focus on politics and black 
metal. Contributors are encouraged to suggest topics such as Black Metal’s interactions with 
nation, race, linguistic, gender, religion, and culture. Special consideration will be given to the 
explorations of the negotiations that the individual makes within the city or community, using 
black metal as a verb rather than a noun.  
 
In honor of this issue’s intent, and the innate politics of language, starting with Issue 4, Helvete 
will begin taking multi-lingual submissions. Please contact the editors for more details. 
 
Helvete is an open access electronic and print journal dedicated to continuing the mutual 
blackening of metal and theory inaugurated by the Black Metal Theory Symposia. Not to be 
confused with a metal studies, music criticism, ethnography, or sociology, black metal theory is 
a speculative and creative endeavor, one which seeks ways of thinking that “count” as black 
metal events—and, indeed, to see how black metal might count as thinking. Theory of black 
metal, and black metal of theory. Mutual blackening. Black metal as a language of 
contemporary art practices a transmodality between sound and vision, mutually blackening 
both art and metal, and thus pushing the limits of contemporary academic genres by definition. 
 
Essay proposals may be sent to the editors at helvetejournal@gmail.com 
Art proposals may be sent to helvetejournalart@gmail.com 
For detailed guidelines, see the Submission Checklist on our website. 
http://helvetejournal.org/forthcoming/submission-checklist/ 


